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CITY  AND  BOROUGH  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1920. 


Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,878 

Population  (Census  1911)  ...  •••  •••  ...  33 >574 

, ,  1920  (estimated  by  Registrar  General)  ...  34, 752 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,264 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  885 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  25.4 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  447 

Death  rate  (corrected)  per  1 ,000  living  ...  ...  ...  12.8 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  66.6 

Phthisis  death  rate  per  1 ,000  living  ...  ...  ...  0.57 

Death  rate  from  other  tubercular  diseases  per  1 ,000  ...  .31 

Death  rate  from  cancer  per  1 ,000  living  ...  ...  ...  1.47 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  : 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  (for  general  district  rate)  £153,620 
Nett  proceeds  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £586 


Health  Report  for  year  1 920. 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Borough  of 

Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1920  (my 
first)  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Peterborough. 

My  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  took  place  in  May, 
and  the  first  half  of  the  year  had  ended  before  the  duties  were  entered 
upon.  For  that  reason,  therefore,  the  report  is  not  as  complete  as  I 
should  have  liked  it  to  be. 

The  salient  features  of  1920  from  a  public  health  point  of  view 
have  been  :  — 

An  abnormally  high  birth  rate  (25.4  per  1,000),  not  equalled 
for  seventeen  years. 

A  satisfactorily  low  infantile  mortality  rate  (66.6  per  1,000 
births)  ;  and  a  general  death  rate  practically  equal  to  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  country  (12.4  per  1,000). 

As  regards  infectious  disease,  the  experience  has  been,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory. 

Diphtheria  has  been  slightly  below  average  incidence  ;  scarlet 
fever  about  average,  mild  and  with  no  deaths  ;  while  enteric  fever  has 
been  fortunately  conspicuous  by  being  practically  an  entire  rarity. 

The  experience  over  dysentery  during  1919  was  fortunately  not 
repeated  during  1920,  nor  were  the  other  aftermath  diseases  of  the 
War  (malaria  and  trench  fever). 

As  elsewThere,  Influenza  in  epidemic  form  had  vanished,  the 
incidence  being  confined  to  a  few  sporadic  cases,  with  one  death. 

There  were  two  cases  of  that  mysterious  disease,  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  (‘ 'sleepy  sickness”),  both  of  which  happily  recovered. 
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Cancer  still  takes  its  heavy  toll  of  useful  lives,  while  the  old  enemy 
tuberculosis  is  becoming  better  reined  and  more  ‘'under  the  yoke” 
year  by  year. 

Administratively,  the  outstanding  event  has  been  the  formation 
of  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Health 
Committee  with  co-opted  members,  and  formed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918. 

The  inspectorial  staff  have  had  their  hands  very  full  during  1920. 

Much  spade  work  usually  awaits  a  newly-appointed  full-time 
M.O.H.,  especially  when  to  this  is  added  the  assembling  of  a  depart¬ 
ment  . 

For  the  progress  which  has  been  made  I  am  deeply  indebted  to 
the  sympathetic  attitude  of  the  Council,  and  the  Health  Committee  in 
particular.  Also  to  W.  H.  A.  Court,  Esq.,  Assoc.  M.  Inst.  C.E., 
City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  much  assistance  on  matters  concern¬ 
ing  which  the  two  departments  have  mutual  interest. 

I  am  under  considerable  obligation  to  Dr.  Collins  for  much  valu¬ 
able  help  accruing  from  his  knowledge  of  the  district  as  well  as  for 
deputising  me  on  two  occasions. 

Also  to  Dr.  Rolleston  for  his  unfailing  courtesy  at  all  times,  and 
his  ever-readiness  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  accumulated  and  exten¬ 
sive  experience. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Johnstone. 


PART  L 


Physical  Features  of  the  District. 

The  Borough  of  Peterborough,  incorporated  in  1874,  comprises 
1,878  Acres,  of  which  the  Parish  of  Peterborough  Within  has  an  area 
of  1,547  Acres.  The  Borough  is  divided  into  two  by  the  river  Nene, 
that  portion  South  of  the  Nene  being  the  smaller,  and  comprising  the 
two  Parishes  of  Fletton  and  Woodston  Urban,  with  a  combined  area  of 
283  Acres  ;  the  remainder  being  made  up  by  Minster  Precincts,  which 
covers  47  Acres.  The  major  portion  of  the  Borough  on  the  North  of 
the  river  is  practically  dead  level,  rising  by  a  very  gentle  gradient  to 
60  feet  at  Westwood  Bridge  Road.  On  the  South  of  the  river  the 
gradient  is  not  so  gentle  as  that  pertaining  on  the  North,  an  elevation 
of  42  feet  above  O.D.  being  obtained. 

Geologically,  the  sub-soil  differs  on  the  North  and  South  of  the 
river.  That  on  the  North  is  corn  brash  over  Oxford  clay  ;  on  the 
South  of  the  river  within  the  Borough  boundary  the  Oxford  clay  is 
practically  on  the  surface.  Being  served  by  five  railways  with  two 
stations,  Peterborough  is  an  important  railway  centre,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  occupations  have  to  do  with  railways  with  large  repair  workshops 
and  cognate  employment  at  engineering  establishments. 

The  climate  is  mild  and  genial,  the  South  and  West  Wards  being 
the  most  healthy  and  best  residentially  on  account  of  their  greater 
openness,  and  particularly  in  the  South  Ward.,  with  its  better  eleva¬ 
tion,  there  does  not  exist  the  same  tendency  towards  enervation  experi¬ 
enced  in  other  parts  of  the  town  and  contributed  to  by  the  dead  flat¬ 
ness  of  the  City  site. 

Introduction  and  Vital  Statistics. 

1.  POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  mid  1920,  stands  at  34,752. 
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Comparing  this  figure  with  the  Census  of  1911  :  — 

Population. 

Census  1911.  Estimated  1920. 

33>574  34>752- 

2.  BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  885,  divided  into  450  males  and 
435  females,  of  which  30  males  and  40  females  are  recorded  as  being 
illegitimate. 

This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  25.4  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 
population — the  highest  birth  rate  recorded  in  Peterborough  *since 
1903,  when  it  was  26  per  1,000.  In  1919  the  birth  rate  was  only 

1 5 *97  Per  1  >000. 

By  a  coincidence  the  birth  rate  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1920  is  the  same  as  for  Peterborough. 

Seventy  births,  or  7.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  number,  were 
illegitimate. 

The  accompanying  graphic  table  illustrates  the  fluctuation  in  the 
birth  rate  of  Peterborough  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  for 
the  past  20  years. 

Mortality  in  1920. 

3.  DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  458  deaths  in  the  Borough. 

Of  these,  44  were  “non-residents,”  and  this  number  falls  to  be 
deducted  from  the  figure  458. 

There  were  33  deaths  of  “residents”  who  died  outside  the 
Borough,  and,  these  being  added,  make  the  nett  deaths  assignable  to 
the  Borough  for  the  year  1920  as  447. 

Taking  the  estimated  population  for  1920  as  34,752  (the  Regis¬ 
trar  General’s  estimate),  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population  equals 
12.8. 

Death-rate  (standardised)  PETERBOROUGH  ...  12.8 

Death  rate,  England  and  Wales  .  12.4 

148  smaller  towns  (Peterborough  included)  .  1 1 .3 

96  great  towns  .  12.5 

The  accompanying  table  sets  out  the  various  causes  of  death,  with  the 
numbers  involved  from  each  cause  :  — 
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34 
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CHART  I. 

BIRTH  RATE 


RED  = 

3  LACK 


ENGLAND  &  WALES . 
=  PETERBOROUGH. 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  Peterborough,  M.B.  1920. 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females.  Total. 


Civilians  only.  All  Causes. 

250 

197 

447 

1 .  Enteric  fever 

— 

2 .  Small  pox  ... 

— 

3.  Measles 

3 

5 

8 

4.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

_ 

5.  Whooping  cough  ... 

1 

3 

4 

6.  Diphtheria  and  croup 

3 

2 

5 

7.  Influenza  ... 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Erysipelas  ... 

3 

3 

9.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

.12 

8 

20 

10.  Tuberculosis  meningitis 

1 

2 

3 

1 1 .  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

5 

8 

12.  Cancer  malignant  disease 

25 

26 

51 

13.  Rheumatic  fever  ... 

2 

3 

5 

14.  Meningitis 

1 

1 

15.  Organic  heart  disease 

20 

26 

46 

16.  Bronchitis 

22 

15 

37 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

9 

19 

18.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

1 

8 

19.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 
years)  ... 

5 

2 

7 

20.  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

1 

1 

2 1 .  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

4 

1 

5 

21  (a)  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
disease 

5 

5 

10 

23.  Puerperal  fever 

4 

4 

24.  Parturition  apart  from  puer¬ 

peral  fever 

25.  Congenital  debility 

18 

11 

29 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

13 

9 

15 

27.  Suicide 

5 

. 

5 

28.  Other  defined  diseases 

84 

67 

151 

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 

1 

— 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

On  Co  to 
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The  Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


1920.  Per  cent,  of  total  deaths. 


I . 

Respiratory  Diseases 

64 

I4-3 

2. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

51 

1 1 .4 

0 

O’ 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

46 

10.3 

4. 

Senility 

41 

91 

5- 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

20 }  6  8 

(4-4 

, ,  other  forms 

11) 

1  2.4 

6. 

Apoplexy  (Cerebral 

Haemorrhage) 

29 

6-5 

7- 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

(infants) 

29 

6-S 

Mortality  in  Relation  to  Season 

Number 

Deaths 

of 

under 

Month. 

deaths, 

(nett) 

1  year. 

J  anuary 

43 

6 

February 

37 

8 

March 

44 

4 

April 

51 

5 

May 

44 

4 

June 

35 

7 

July 

3° 

6 

August 

28 

...  4 

September 

23 

3 

October 

33 

4 

November 

35 

I 

December 

44 

7 

Totals 

447 

•••  59 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  51 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  ...  ...  ...  1.47 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows  :  — 

Years  ...  25-45.  45-65.  65  and  over. 

Deaths  ...  3  25  23 


CHART  IT. 
DEATH  RATES. 


RED  =  ENGLAND  &  WALES  . 
B  LACK  =  PETERBOROUGH. 


Parts  of  the  body  affected  were  :  — 

Stomach,  io  ;  Intestines,  io  ;  Liver,  4;  Gall  Bladder,  1. 

Lip,  1  ;  Tongue,  3  ;  Gullet  and  Throat,  3. 

Organs  of  reproduction  :  Male  2,  Female  5 • 

Glands  :  Breast  (female)  3,  Pancreas  2,  Parotid  1,  Thyroid  1, 
Brain  1,  Bone  1,  Other  2. 


Chart  IIP,  accompanying,  giving  the  death  rates  from  Cancer 
during  the  last  20  years,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  Peterborough  is 
more  severely  afflicted  than  the  rest  of  the  country. 

An  incidence  of  the  disease  to  the  extent  of  1.47  Per  Ii°°°  of 
population  for  the  past  year  must  be  regarded  as  heavy,  indicating 
some  condition,  probably  locally  present,  rendering  the  population 
more  than  normally  susceptible  to  the  ravages  of  malignant  disease. 

Surely  here,  if  anywhere,  would  appear  to  he  a  most  fruitful  field 
for  research,  to  endeavour  to  arrive,  if  possible,  at  a  deliverance  as  to 
what  is  the  determining  factor  in  the  abnormal  prevalence  of  this 
scourge. 

I  would  venture  to  lodge  the  strongest  possible  plea  that  some 
action  be  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  enlist  the  services  of  the 
Cancer  Research  Authority  or  other  competent  person  or  body  to 
undertake  research  into  this  protean  malady,  so  painfully  prevalent  not 
only  in  the  Borough  hut  also  in  the  surrounding  districts. 

In  spite  of  the  vast  amount  of  work  which  has  been  done  in  all 
aspects  of  the  disease,  we  are  not,  to  any  appreciable  extent,  in  much 
better  position  to  deal  with  it,  and  certainly  not  to  prevent  it. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  the  most 
recent  work*"  in  preventive  medicine  on  this  subject,  viz.  :  — 

“The  public  need  to  be  instructed  that  the  efficient  treatment  of  cancer 
lies  in  early  diagnosis,  and  immediate  removal  by  operation. 

“If  every  woman  were  warned  that  she  ought  at  once  to  consult  a  medi¬ 
cal  man  immediately  there  is  the  slightest  suspicion  of  a  Tump’  in  the 
breast,  we  might  hope  for  a  reduction  in  the  mortality  from  cancer  of 
this  organ. 

“In  fact,  anyone  past  the  age  of  35  should,  as  a  matter  of  course,  consult 
the  doctor  directly  any  lump  or  warty  growth  is  noticed  in  any  part  of 
the  body.” 

^Hewlett  and  Nankivell  “Principles  of  Preventive  Medicine.”  J.  &  A  Churchill,  1921. 
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To  this  I  would  add,  seeing  that  cancer  of  the  stomach  and  in¬ 
testinal  cancers  constitute  almost  half  the  total  cancer  deaths  here, 
anyone  of  38  or  over,  having  stomach  or  intestinal  trouble  (often 
vague),  accompanied  by  progressive  loss  of  weight,  should  not  delay 
having  a  thorough  overhaul  and  necessary  tests  made  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 


Uncertified  Deaths. 


There  were  six  uncertified  deaths  throughout  the  year,  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  following  causes  :  — 


5th  January,  1920 
5th  February,  1920 
28th  October,  1920 
31st  October,  1920 
1st  November,  1920 
1 6th  December,  T920 


Acute  Bronchitis. 

Heart  failure. 

Senile  Decay. 

Angina  Pectoris. 

Premature  birth  convulsions  (infant) . 
Arterio  Sclerosis. 


Coroner's  Inquests. 


The  number  of  Coroner’s  inquests  held  during  the  year  was  24 
(Borough  cases).  The  following  were  the  findings,  viz.  :  — 


Natural  causes  ...  ...  . 

Accidental  deaths  (a)  Railway  ...  3 

(b)  Motor  ...  2 

(c)  Aeroplane  2 

(d)  Boating  ...  1 

(e)  Burns  ...  1 

Suicide  . 

Misadventure 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


6 


9 

6 

1 

2 


24 

The  proportion  of  inquests  per  1 ,000  deaths  was  51 .4. 


CHART  m 

DEATH  RATE  FROM  CANCER 


RED  =  ENGLAND  &  WALES. 
BLACK  =  PETERBOROUGH. 
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Meteorology. 

Mr.  J.  Shipley  Ellis,  F.R.  Met.  Soc.,  of  Abbeyfields,  Peter¬ 
borough,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  information  with  regard  to 
Meteorology  during  1920  :  — 

Below  I  give  the  monthly  rainfalls  compared  with  the  average  :  — 


1920.  Rain  Days.  Greatest  Fall.  Average. 

Inches.  Date. 


jan. 

...  1.85 

!9 

•44 

28 

1 .40 

Feb. 

.89 

12 

•43 

20 

1 .24 

March 

2.00 

18 

•59 

15 

1 .21 

^  April 

•••  3-63 

23 

.60 

9 

i-53 

May 

...  1.56 

14 

.26 

28 

i-73 

june 

1.78 

10 

.70 

27 

1.85 

July 

...  3.10 

21 

•65 

ry 

O 

2-95 

August 

...  1.52 

10 

•43 

2 

2.26 

Sept. 

1.96 

14 

•37 

l8 

2,25 

October 

1 . 16 

T4 

•74 

I 

2.44 

Nov. 

.76 

13 

•!5 

I4"I5”27 

I  .96 

Dec. 

1.98 

0  0 

jlJ 

•37 

29 

1.47 

Total  ...  22.19  190  22.29 


It  is  very  noticeable  that  there  have  been  no  heavy  falls  of  rain, 
74m.  being  the  highest  in  the  year,  whereas  we  usually  have  at  least 
one  fall  of  over  one  inch  in  day.  Also  the  great  number  of  rain  days, 
on  which  .01  inch  or  over  have  been  registered,  is  remarkable.  Our 
average  for  some  years  past  has  been  166,  and  this  year  we  have  had 
188,  exceeding  even  the  very  wet  year  1912,  when  we  had  31.68 
inches  on  186  days. 

During  the  summer  there  was  little  evaporation,  and  the  air  has 
been  very  humid.  With  the  exception  of  May  and  part  of  June  it  has, 
in  fact,  been  saturated  with  moisture  for  the  whole  year. 

^Highest  record  for  April. 


PART  II. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  a  Corporation  undertaking, 
and  is  obtained  from  two  sources,  both  artesian  wells,  viz.,  at  Brace- 
borough,  in  Lincolnshire,  from  5  bores  of  average  depth  of  53^  feet, 
and  at  Etton,  where  4  bores  are  sunk  to  a  depth  of  140  feet. 

The  former  source  is  the  older,  and  was,  at  one  time,  the  only 
source  of  supply.  It  was  considered  inadvisable,  for  obvious  reasons, 
to  rely  entirely  on  one  source  of  water  supply,  so  in  1904  an  addition¬ 
al  source  was  put  into  commission,  by  bores  sunk  at  Etton. 

The  modus  operandi  of  supply  is  :  — From  Braceborough  water 
is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  within  mile  of  pumping  station,  which  has  a 
capacity  of  1 ,000,000  gallons,  the  pumps  functioning  two  for  16  hours 
and  one  for  8  hours,  during  the  24  hours. 

The  Etton  source  furnishes  about  600,000  gallons,  pumping  for 
8^  hours  daily.  This  supply  is  pumped  directly  into  the  main,  and  the 
supply  from  both  sources  is  blended  some  five  miles  from  the  town, 
there  being,  however,  two  distinct  mains  supplying  water  from  the 
two  sources.  The  composition  of  the  water  is  so  similar  that  mixing 
takes  place  perfectly. 

A  typical  chemical  analysis  of  the  blended  supply  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  results  :  — 

Analysis  of  Peterborough  Water  (combined  Braceborough  and 

Etton  supplies) . 

The  analysis  is  expressed  in  grains  (and  decimal  parts  of  a  grain) 
per  gallon  (equivalent  to  “parts  per  70,000.”) 

Appearance  of  the  water  ...  ...  Clear. 


Analysis. 


Carbonate  of  Lime 

i3-5° 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

2.07 

Carbonate  of  Soda 

2.12 

Chloride  of  Soda 

4.46 

Sulphate  of  Lime 

5-74 

Oxide  of  Iron  (Ferric  Oxide) 

O.  I  I 

Silica 

0.50 

28.50 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2.7 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates,  traces 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites,  none 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

O.OO56 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours, 

at  8o°  F.  .. . 

Free  Ammonia 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.0072 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

■  •  •  •  •  • 

0.0026 

Total  Hardness 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

23-5  degrees 

Hardness  after  boiling  (permanent  hardness) 

7  degrees 

Temporary  hardness 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 6\  degrees 

Bacteriological  examination 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Satisfactory 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  analysis  that  the  supply  reaches  a 
high  standard  of  chemical  purity,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  any 
drawback  for  domestic  purposes  arising  out  of  the  “hardness’  ’  is  met 
by  the  installation  in  practically  each  household  in  the  Borough  of  a 
soft  water  supply  for  washing  purposes. 


Year. 

Quantity 
consumed 
during  the 
year 

in  gallons. 

No.  of 
inhabited 
houses. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of 
year. 

Consumption 
per  house 
per  annum 
in  gallons. 

Consumption 
per  head  of 
population 
per  day 
in  gallons. 

1920 

616,913,557* 

9,264 

34,752 

66,592 

48*5 

Supply,  constant. 

Possibilities  of  contamination,  and  any  action  taken  during  1920  : 
None  known  to  exist  ;  therefore,  no  action  necessary  during  1920. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Pollution  of  . 

Presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  : 
Negligible. 

Sources  and  Nature. 

Any  action  taken  :  No  action  necessary  during  1920. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Character  and  sufficiency  of  arrangements  for  drainage,  sewer¬ 
age,  and  sewage  disposal  in  all  parts  of  district  :  The  city  north 
of  the  river  is  drained  by  gravity  to  the  sewage  farm.  The  por¬ 
tion  south  of  the  river  is  drained  by  gravity  to  a  pumping  station 
at  the  sewage  farm,  where  the  sewage  is  raised  into  the  same 
tanks  as  that  from  the  northern  portion.  The  method  of  disposal 
is  by  broad  irrigation  on  the  sewage  farm  of  313  acres.  A  new 
sewage  disposal  scheme  is  at  present  in  course  of  preparation.  A 
table  is  appended  showing  the  chemical  analysis  of  typical 
effluents  over  three  years. 

Sewage  Effluents. 


Results  in  parts  per  100,000. 

1 


Date  of  Sample. 

April  1920 

April  1919 

April  1918 

Total  solid  matter  at  2120  F. 

110 

72 

79 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  . 

70 

63 

7-7 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0*60 

0-70 

*35 

Free  Ammonia  . 

1*4 

0-98 

0*70 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

056 

0-45 

003 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

064 

1*7 

1*3 

Closet  Accommodation. 
Statement  as  to  : 

(a)  Privy  :  Nil. 

(b)  W.C.  :  Almost  exclusively. 
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Scavenging. 

Character  and  efficiency  of  arrangements  for  : 

(a)  Removal  )  u  c 

>,  {  t-n •  t  >  House  refuse. 

(b)  Disposal  j 

House  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly,  and  tipped  at  refuse  dump 
situated  at  the  sewage  farm,  about  i^>  miles  S.E.  from  the  centre  of 
the  city.  The  number  of  loads  of  house  refuse  collected  during  1920 
was  5,167. 

It  should  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  figures  given  for 
loads  of  house  refuse  collected,  that  this  covers  a  period  of  transition 
from  the  fortnightly  collection  in  vogue  during  the  war  to  a  weekly  one 
as  in  pre-war  days. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND 

WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901 

during  1920,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Premises. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections 

2 

Written 

Notices. 

3 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

4 

Factories  . 

3 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

W orksliops  . 

35 

(Including*  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces . 

11 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total  . 

49 

21 


2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces 


Particulars. 

1 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

to  Found. 

w  Remedied 

Referred 

^  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  * 

Want  of  cleanliness 


O 


5 


Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding1 


Want  of  drainage  of  floors 


Other  nuisances 


Sanitary 
a  c  c  o  mm  o  d  a  t  i  o  n 


insufficient  . 

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  : — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s  1(11)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  9T  to  100)  . 

Other  offences  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  which  are  included  in  Part  3  of 
this  lleport) 


Total 


Prosecutions 


Home  Work. 
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OUTWORK  IN 
INFECTED 
PREMISES, 

Sec.  109,  110. 

'(Oil  ‘601  -soas)  suopnDasojd® 

'(Oil  ‘s)  spruj  sjapjQ  J2 

•SSDUH^SUJ  ^ 

‘ 

OUTWORKERS  IN 
UNWHOLESOME 
PREMISES, 
Sec.  108. 

•suopnaasoj^  £2 

• ' 

•  paAjas  saaijojs^  ^ 

•saauujsuj  ~ 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 

Prosecutions. 

•sjsrj  ui  puas  oj  Suijrc^j  © 

•sjsiq  jo  uopaadsui 
juujad  jo  daa>{  oj  §uijm>f 

'SJSIJ  §UipU3S  JO  §Utd33>f 

oj  se  sjaidnaao  uo  paAjas  saatjof^ 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Once  in  the  year. 

Outworkers, 

•uaiu>{JO.\\  r> 

3 

20 

CO 

<N 

•sjo^acjjuo^  cd 

Lists. 

5 

(N 

CO 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Outworkers. 

•uaui^JOy^Y  tc 

•SJOJDHJJU03  CO 

Lists. 

2 

(N 

NATURE  OF 

WORK. 

1 

Wearing  Apparel : 
making,  &c. 
cleaning  and  washing 

Pea  picking  ... 

Total 

Outwork  local  almost  insignificant.  Visits  14. 


23 

4- — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

1 

2 

Workshops  .  . 

146 

Bakehouses  . 

46 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register . 

192 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

1 

Number. 

2 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories:  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901)  . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred ' 
by  II. M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Fac¬ 
tory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5, 
1901)  .  . J 

Notified  by  II.  M.  In¬ 
spector  . 

L 

r 

1 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . . . 

Other  . 

•  .  •  ...  ...  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year  . 

Nil. 

PART  III. 


Food. 


MILK  (MOTHER  AND  CHILDREN  ORDER)  1919. 

Only  two  cases  were  brought  to  notice  during  1920  as  requiring 
assistance  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS,  1912  &  1917. 
i .  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 


(a) 

(b) 

Number  of  Samples 

Number  in  which  Pre- 

examined  for  the 

servative  was  report- 

presence  of  a  Pre- 

ed  to  be  present,  and 

servative. 

Percentage  found  in 

each  Sample. 

Milk 

46 

nil 

Cream 

nil 

nil 

Nature  of  preservative  in  each  column  (h),  and  action  taken  under 
the  Regulation  in  regard  to  it. 

2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct  :  None. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Samples,  79  purchased — 57  formally,  22  informally. 

Nine  samples  of  milk  reported  against,  relating  to  four  vendors, 
against  whom  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  A  conviction  was  re¬ 
corded  against  each  defendant,  the  fines  varying  from  £2  to  £20,  with 
costs. 


PART  IV. 


Infectious  Diseases — Prevalence  and  Control  over. 


The  annual  death  rates  per  1,000  population  from  the  principal 
infectious  diseases  are  represented  in  the  following  table,  with  com¬ 
parison  figures  of  England  and  Wales,  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 


Enteric  Small  Scarlet  Whooping  Diph- 
1920.  Fever.  Pox.  Measles.  Fever.  Cough*  theria. 


England  and  Wales  ... 

0.0 

0.00 

0.19 

0.04 

0. 1 1 

0.15 

96  Great  Towns 

O.OI 

0.00 

0.22 

.04 

0.14 

0.16 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

0.02 

0.00 

0.19 

•03 

O.IO 

0.14 

PETERBOROUGH 

0.00 

0.00 

0.23 

0.00 

0.11 

0.14 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  cases  notified  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  was  156. 

The  monthly  notifications  may  be  tabulated  as  follows  :  — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified.  1920. 


Month. 

1920 

All  Causes. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium. 

Pneumonia. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Malaria. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cerebro-  Spinal 

Fever. 

Jan. 

35 

4 

18 

_ 

6 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Feb. 

19 

6 

7 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mar. 

18 

5 

6 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

April  ... 

14 

3 

5 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

9 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

J  une 

13 

2 

8 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

___ 

July 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Aug. 

6 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sept. 

10 

5 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oct. 

13 

4 

4 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov. 

8 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

• — 

Dec. 

7 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals 

156 

40 

64 

1 

19 

5 

23 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Age  Groups  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified 

during  1920. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  All  Ages. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Total 

Cases 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Per  Cent,  of 
Cases  Removed 
to  Hospital. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

64 

15 

33 

10 

6 

46 

7T8%  of  total 

notified. 

Diphtheria  . 

40 

11 

19 

5 

4 

1 

28 

70%  of  total 

notified. 

Enteric  Fever . 

1 

1 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

Erysipelas  . 

19 

3 

1 

7 

5 

3 

• 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium  ... 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

23 

3 

7 

4 

4 

4 

1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

2 

2 

Malaria  . . . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Visits  made  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  in  connec- 


tion  with  infectious  disease  . 

.  IOI 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  . 

.  75 

Disinfection  carried  out  after  Tuberculosis  . 

. .  5° 

Notifiable  infectious  disease . 

.  lO'J 

Non-notifiable  infectious  disease,  etc . 

...  ...  13 

Scarlet  Fever. 

64  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1920. 

Scarlet  Fever,  fortunately,  still  continues  to  be  of  very  mild  type, 
and  there  were  no  deaths  from  it  during  the  year.  Comparing  this 
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SCARLET  FEVER  NOTIFICATIONS. 

1899  -  1920. 


YEARS. 


<c 

5 

$ 

$ 

93 

§ 

S3 

§ 

9! 

§ 

9! 

<<> 

$ 

N 

00 

o> 

$ 

1 

9j 

5? 

!5 

53 

I 

?! 

§ 

?! 

<© 

r 

¥1 

5: 

9! 

§ 

c\i 

9! 

5 

wm 

— 

%  / 

AAA//, 

B 

9/// 

W//a 

WA 

'////ff// 

A/AA//t 

m 

g 

f/M 

W/A/ 

/////// 

# 

« 

m 

w/A 

'////// 

wm 

m 

I 

■ 

WA 

P-:' 

■MAM// 

//////A 

wm 

:I 

■ 

B 

m 

mm 

'//////,' 

Hfl 

fff 

fl 

p 

WA 

iff 

gv, 

It /I 

V/////V 

i 

AAA// 

///A 

B 

» 

AAAa 

iff 

if 

. 

' 

in 

n 

1# 

m 

f/A 

4 

§i 

ii 

i 

.. 

WA 

WA 

St 

@ 

-  - 

8 

g 

i 

t§ 

W/A, 

§§ 

ff 

g 

— 

m 

• 

M/ 

m 

§| 

it 

i 

fi 

S| 

U 

VA 

Ig 

m 

S§ 

■ 

if 

8 

8 

IS 

' 

jM 

ff§ 

Hf 

B 

A////// 

f 

• 

8 

W/A 

'Am 

ff| 

AM/ 

B 

P 

B 

W/, 

W/M 

WA 

w/A// 

™  i 

■ 

WA 

9/ 

AM 

B 

fff 

AM// 

i 

If 

9 

/A///, 

iff 

m 

Wm 

It 

Iff 

9/ 

iff 

p 

S 

i 

9/ 

W/ 

////). 

m 

f§§ 

W//At 

WA 

W/A 

HI 

■ 

AAA// 

Wt, 

A/AA/ 

9/ 

////// 

IP 

WA 

ff§ 

i 

tf 

r 

B 

AM) 

8 

m 

Wm 

m 

§§| 

Iff 

l 

AAA/ 

§§ 

i 

_ 

fit 

■ 

11 

W 

///, 

f///A 

!§§ 

§ 

wm 

Iff 

fff 

Ii 

■ 

Am 

i 

§§ 

HH 

p 

m 

SI 

iff 

ff§ 

1 

Is 

ift 

Wm 

WA/ 

wm 

fi 

§§§ 

U 

§§| 

Wm 

i 

SS 

/////) 

m 

Hf 

W/A 

fH 

"//: 

f/MA/ 

AM/// 

1 

Iff 

W// 

gl 

iff 

it 

ip 

s 

W/ 

AAA// 

tt 

B 

Hf 

'AM 

A/M 

W; 

/////// 

w/a 

iff 

§§ 

w 

iff 

fff 

§ 

WA) 

/)///// 

§ 

IP 

w 

8 

iff 

g 

iff 

m 

A///. 

m 

§§ 

Wi 

iff 

§ 

AMA) 

p§ 

St 

§ 

'////// 

ii 

W/A/ 

AAwi, 

Wm/, 

fAA 

■ 

W 

§n 

s 

SI! 

wi/ 

fm 

B 

K 

■ 

V/// 

9/ 

8 

wi) 

8 

Iff 

Sff 

AM 

» 

iff 

m 

Am 

4 

W/A/ 

B 

m 

/M 

9A 

A/// 

Ifi 

: 

« 

i 

wk 

Iff 

IP 

iff 

Hf 

iff 

M// 

i 

¥// 

■ 

■ 

Wk 

ftfl 

Am 

m 

* 

Iff 

WA 

S 

Ill 

* 

8 

i§ 

AAA, 

1 

1 

w 

■ 

■ 

n 

B 

If! 

/¥/ 

// 

■ 

■ 

HI 

ii 

ifi 

B 

ifi 

if! 

§§ | 

l 

H 

H 

8 

A/AAM/ 

fA 

Wi/, 

ii 

WA, 

iff 

■ 

m 

g 

1 

i 

S 

in 

H 

A/AAl 

AAA/// 

2 

AAA) 

m 

HU 

fff| 

ffff 

////// 

Iff 

B 

iff 

B 

B 

s 

B 

m 

iff! 

A/AAM/ 

w// 

if 

s 

HI 

■ 

* 

* 

m 

iff 

iff 

iff 

iff 

8 

8 

S 

iff 

iff 

Wi 

m 

m 

8 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  INCIDENCE) 
ATTACK  RATES  PER  IOOO  OF  POPULATION. 

COMPARABLE  TABLE  . 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


RED  =  ENGLAND  &  WALES . 
BLACK  =  PETERBOROUGH. 
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very  satisfactory  fact  with  other  comparable  towns  of  England  and 
Wales,  we  find  :  — 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  0.04 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  0.03 

PETERBOROUGH  0.00 

SCARLET  FEVER  INCIDENCE. 


Cases. 

Year. 

Cases. 

Year. 

C35 

1899 

219 

191 1 

136 

1901 

63 

1912 

I  2  6 

1902 

31 

I9I3 

S3 

1903 

103 

1914 

217 

1904 

190 

I9I5 

124 

x9°5 

114 

1916 

130 

1906 

102 

X9T7 

71 

1907 

TI7 

1918 

57 

1908 

56 

I9I9 

90 

1909 

64 

T92° 

■83 

T910 

The  monthly  incidence  during  1920,  and  Ward  distribution,  were 
as  follows  :  — 


No. 

removed 


Total 

North 

South 

East 

West 

to 

Month. 

Number. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Hospital. 

January 

18 

5 

8 

5 

x5 

February  . . . 

7 

2 

4 

I 

5 

March 

6 

I 

4 

I 

4 

April 

s 

I 

3 

I 

2 

May 

4 

I 

3 

3 

June 

8 

1 

4 

3 

4 

July 

I 

1 

August 

I 

I 

1 

September 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

October 

4 

I 

1 

2 

4 

November 

4 

2 

2 

3 

December 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Total  64 

7 

r7 

21 

!9 

46 
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Diphtheria. 


40  cases  notified  during  1920.  Five  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA  INCIDENCE. 


The  monthly  incidence  and  Ward  distribution  of  this  disease  were 
as  follows  : 

Total 

North  South 

East 

West 

Number  removed 

Month.  No. 

Ward.  Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

to  Hospital. 

J  anuary  4 

1  — 

3 

— 

2 

February  6 

3 

2 

I 

5 

March  5 

3 

2 

4 

April  2 

May 

—  2 

I 

3 

June  2 

July  3 

1  — 

1 

3 

1 

3 

August  3 

—  2 

I 

3 

September  5 

3  1 

I 

4 

October  4 

2 

2 

2 

November  2 

—  1 

I 

— 

December  3 

—  1 

I 

I 

1 

Total  40 

11  7 

12 

IO 

• — 

Cases. 

Year. 

Cases. 

Year. 

69 

1896 

36 

1910 

60 

1899 

57 

191 1 

47 

1901 

6 1 

1912 

71 

1902 

43 

!9!3 

57 

I9°3 

29 

1914. 

43 

T9°4 

H 

I9I5 

35 

I9°5 

25 

I9l6 

28 

1906 

20 

J9 17 

26 

J9°7 

42 

I9l8 

32 

1908 

27 

1919 

22 

I9°9 

40 

1920 

THE  DIPHTHERIA  DEATH  RATE. 

In  Peterborough  during  1920  comparatively  with  England  and 
Wales  and  other  comparable  towns  was  :  — 

Per  1,000  population. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  .15 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Peterborough  included)  .  14 

PETERBOROUGH  . 14 


DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS 
1896  -  1920. 


ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  INCIDENCE) 
ATTACK  RATES  PER  IOOO  OF  POPULATION. 

DIPHTHERIA. 


RED  =  ENGLAN  D  &  WALES . 
BLACK  =  PETERBOROUGH. 


31 


The  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria,  the  case-mortality  rate, 
and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  some  previous  years,  are  re¬ 
presented  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Case  Mortality 


Number 

per  cent.  (i.e.  ratio 

Death  rate 

of 

per  cent,  of  deaths 

per 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

to  no.  of  cases) 

1 ,000  living. 

1920 

40 

5 

12.5% 

0.14 

1919 

27 

4 

14-7 

.11 

1918 

42 

8 

l9 

.22 

1917 

20 

2 

O/ 

IO/o 

•05 

1916 

25 

5 

20% 

•I4 

*9*5 

14 

1 

7;1 

.02 

l9lA 

29 

nil, 

nil, 

nil. 

I9I3 

43 

3 

6.9 

.08 

1912 

6 1 

7 

1 1 .4 

.20 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Only  one  case  notified — a  male  of  49.  He  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and,  in  spite  of  frequent  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  proving  negative,  the  case  seemed  one  of  the  mild  paratyphoid 
types  clinically,  and  for  that  reason  the  notification  was  allowed. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Nineteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  notification  received. 

SMALL  POX. 

There  were  no  cases  during  192c. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

Two  cases  of  this  obscure  but  interesting  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year  under  review — one  a  male  resident  in  the  East  Ward, 
the  other  a  female  resident  in  the  South  Ward. 

Both  were  in  the  same  age  group  viz.,  45-65  years  ;  in  fact,  this 
appears  to  he  a  disease  with  special  proclivity  to  attack  either  sex  over 
40. 
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Fortunately,  both  recovered,  and,  as  is  the  usual  experience  with 
such  cases,  convalescence  was  extremely  protracted,  leaving  behind  as 
sequelae  eye  troubles  of  a  more  or  less  definite  character. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

(Purulent  eye  inflammation  of  the  newly  horn). — Five  cases  of 
this  disease  were  notified  during  1920. 

In  one  case  removal  to  the  Infirmary  for  treatment  was  deemed 
advisable. 

Fortunately  in  this,  as  in  all  the  cases,  recovery  was  complete 
without  damage  to  either  eye. 

The  other  cases  were  mild.  Both  eyes  were  affected  in  all  cases. 

It  is  believed  that  this  disease  is  more  prevalent  than  the  number 
of  notifications  would  seem  to  indicate. 

Notifications  under  the  Public  Health  (Pneumonia, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Etc.)  Regulations,  1919. 

PNEUMONIA. 

Twenty-three  cases  notified  during  1920. 

Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Cases  notified 

66 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 

...  0.57 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  :  — 

Years  ...  1-2  2-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45-65  65  and  over 

Deaths  . .  —  —  i  4  9  6  — 

Ward  Distribution. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 

North.  South.  East.  West. 
2278 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  phthisis  ...  ...  50 


CHART  V. 

DEATH  RATE  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


RED  =  ENGLAND  &  WALES . 
BLACK  =  PETERBOROUGH. 
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OTHER  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 


Cases  notified 
Deaths 


29 


1 1 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population,  0.31. 


The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  : 


Years  ... 


0-1  1-2  2-5  5-15  15-25  25  and  upwards 


122  —  2  4 


Non -Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  ceased  to  be  notifiable  on  31st  December,  1919. 

There  were  3  deaths  from  it  during  1920. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  considerable  incidence  of 
measles  amounting  to  a  small  epidemic,  reaching  its  climax  in  April, 
during  which  months  three-fourths  of  the  total  annual  deaths  occurred, 
in  young  unprotected  children  between  t  and  5  years  old. 

The  East  and  West  Wards  were  chiefly  involved.  By  July  the 
outbreak  had  spread  to  the  South  Ward,  involving  the  infant  depart¬ 
ment  of  one  of  the  schools  to  the  extent  that  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  close  the  department  for  the  remaining  few  days  left  before  the  sum¬ 
mer  vacation.  This  was  found  to  be  effective  in  limiting  the  spread. 
The  character  of  the  disease  was  mild,  and  no  deaths  occurred  from 
this  last  wave. 

The  death  rate  for  measles  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
greater  and  smaller  towns,  was  :  — 


Per  1 ,000  of 
population. 


England  and  Wales 
q6  Great  Towns 
148  Smaller  Towns 


o.  19 
0.22 

0.19 

0.23 


PETERBOROUGH 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the  Borough  practicallv 
throughout  the  vear.  The  chief  focus  of  intensity  appeared  to  be 
reached  in  the  West  Ward  in  December,  children  of  four  years  of  age 
being  excluded  from  West  Town  Infants’  School  for  a  fortnight,  this 
period  being  subsequently  extended  to  reach  the  Christmas  holidays. 

There  were  4  deaths  during  the  year  in  the  Borough,  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  o.  1 1  per  1 ,000  population,  the  same  figure  as  for  England 
and  Wales.  '  6  * 
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PART  V. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  worked  smoothly. 
Under  its  provisions  820  births  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  total  number  of  registered  births  was  885,  so  that  the 
number  of  unnotified  births  is  65,  or  7.3  per  cent. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  there  were  59  deaths  of  infants  under  1 2  months 
old.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  death  rate  of  66.6  per  1,000 
births . 

Comparing  this  figure  with  the  rest  of  the  country  :  — 

London  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  80 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  85 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Peterborough  included)  80 

PETERBOROUGH  .  66.6 

The  mortality  amongst  illegitimates  was  85.7  per  1,000  births,  or 
8.6  per  cent. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Table  appended  sets  out  the  various 
causes  of  deaths,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  16  of  the  total  59  deaths, 
or  27  per  cent.,  have  to  be  relegated  to  premature  birth,  and  that  33 
of  the  59,  or  56  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  under  one  year,  occurred 
amongst  infants  of  less  than  a  month  old. 
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Infantile  Mortality,  1920. — Causes  and  Age  Groups. 


Cause  of  Death. 


<D 

£ 


U 

PI 


( Certified 
All  Causes  - 

(Uncertified 


19 


4 


Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases . 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculosis)  ... 

Convulsions  . 

1 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all 

forms)  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . 

1 

Gastritis . 

Syphilis . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation  overlying 
Injury  at  birth 
Atelectasis  . 

1 

Congenital  Malform¬ 
ations  . 

Premature  Birth 

16 

2 

Atrophy  Debility 
Marasmus 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  . 

Totals  . 

19 

4 

2  to  3  weeks. 

OD 

<» 

CD 

£ 

0 

-+j 

CO 

Total  under  4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months. 

3  months  and  under 

6  months. 

6  months  and  under 

9  months. 

9  months  and  under 

12  months. 

Total  deaths  under  1 

year. 

4 

6 

33 

6 

11 

5 

4 

59 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

? 

2 

18 

1 

19 

2 

4 

8 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

4 

6 

j  33 

6 

11 

5 

4 

59 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


( 


1 


Legitimate,  815. 
Illegitimate,  70. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate  Infants,  53. 
Illegitimate  „  6. 


CHART  VI. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  1901  -  1920 


DEATH 


RED  =  ENGLAND  &  WALES  . 
BLACK  -  PETERBOROUGH. 
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Preventable. 


Non-Preventable. 


448  Measles 

71  ,,  (of  no  fixed  abode) 

406  Bronchitis 
470 

375  Erysipelas 
334  Br.  Pneumonia 

481  ,, 

21  ?  ?  j  > 

97  >  >  n 

277  m 

^  ^  4  M  }  ? 

24  Infantile  Diarrhoea 

312 

77  Gastro  Enteritis 
!52 
289 


153 

45  Marasmus  (8  months) 
69  Bronchitis,  convulsions 
100  Peritonitis 
1 14  Whooping  Cough 
262 

Total 


164  Debility 

x34 

44 

483 

458  Marasmus 
357  ..  m 

442  Debility,  premature  (twin) 
birth 

422  Debility,  premature 
382-3  ,, 

301-2-9 ,, 
i?'18  ,, 

53-54  >>..>> 

451  Bronchitis  and  Debility  of 

twin  birth 
287  Atelectasis 
350  Convulsions 

W1 

2  94 

342  Hydrocephalus 
349  Spinabifida 

165 

343  Premature  Birth 
330 

3°6 

3°7 

67 

116 

207-8 

75  >1  v  and 

Atelectasis 

214  Premature  Birth  and 
Convusions 
282  Premature  Birth 
303  , ,  , ,  and  Bronchitis 


Total 


37 


Although  1920  has  been  a  very  favourable  year  in  so  far  as  infant 
mortality  has  been  concerned,  there  is,  as  always,  a  considerable  per¬ 
centage  of  deaths  which  might  have  been  prevented,  there  being  close 
upon  40  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  which  may  be  classified  as  preventable. 
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This  is  very  striking,  and  shows  the  paramount  necessity  of  ascer¬ 
taining  by  what  means,  if  any,  this  waste  of  infant  life  may  be  pre¬ 
vented. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  return  that  in  the  greater  percentage  of 
these  cases  one  or  other  of  the  infections  has  been  responsible,  and 
the  serious  respiratory  or  abdominal  complications  accruing  therefrom. 

Deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea  and  gastro-enteritis  are  absolutely 
preventable,  and  7  of  the  22  deaths  were  attributable  to  these  causes, 
betokening  either  improper  feeding  or  lack  of  proper  care  with  regard 
to  cleanliness,  both  of  which  are  culpable. 

It  would  be  an  interesting  speculation  to  find  out  how  many  of 
the  deaths  classed  as  non-preventable  were  attributable  to  ante-natal 
causes. 


Infantile  Mortality,  1920.— Ward  Distribution. 


Total 

number 

N  orth 

South 

East 

West 

Month. 

of  deaths 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward 

January 

6 

— 

5 

I 

February 

>>.. .  ...  8 

I 

4 

3 

March 

.  4 

I 

3 

April 

.  5 

1 

I 

3 

May  ... 

.  4 

3 

1 

June  ... 

.  7 

I 

4 

2 

July  ... 

.  6 

I 

3 

2 

August 

.  4 

— 

2 

2 

September 

.  3 

1 

2 

October 

.  4 

4 

November 

1 

— 

I 

December 

.  7 

1 

I 

1 

4 

59 

6 

5 

27 

21 

Infant  Welfare 

Work  during  1920. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Infant  Welfare  work  has  been  carried  on 
by  the  Peterborough  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Committee,  which  has 
been  doing  excellent  work  since  the  Committee’s  formation  in  1916 
at  the  two  centres  of  Queen  Street  and  New  England.  In  July,  1920, 
another  Centre  was  started  at  the  Wesley  Hall,  Hampden  Road,  to 
meet  the  convenience  of  mothers  in  Eastgate  and  the  adjoining  dis¬ 
trict,  consultations  being  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  second  half  of  the  year  a  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Council  was  formed  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  Section  2  (2)  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  191S, 
consisting  of  the  entire  Health  Committee  and  five  co-opted  mem¬ 
bers,  the  latter  being  representative  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  and 
others  similarly  qualified.  On  the  formation  of  this  Committee  it  ipso 
facto  constituted  itself  the  officially  responsible  authority  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  its  constitution  as  from  1st  October. 

The  Voluntary  Committee  had,  however,  already  expressed  a 
strong  desire  to  be  allowed  to  continue  their  work  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  No  re-organisation  of  the  work  nor  alterations  in  personnel  were 
therefore  made. 

A  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  in  December,  but,  as  she  had  not 
taken  up  duty  by  the  close  of  the  year,  the  details  of  her  work  must  be 
left  over  until  the  report  of  1921. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Peterborough  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare 
Committee  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  information  :  — 


Work  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  during  1920. 

1920. 


Centre. 

Individual  Babies. 

Attendances. 

Under  1 
year. 

New  Cases. 

Over  1 
year. 

New  Cases. 

Under  1 
year. 

Over  1 
year. 

Total. 

Queen  Street  .... 

99 

2 

799 

277 

1076 

New  England  .... 

56 

9 

547 

205 

752 

Eastgate* 

12 

3 

135 

19 

154 

^Openedjuly,  1920. 


PART  VI. 


Sanitary  Administration. 


STAFF, 

The  sanitary  administrative  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  an  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector,  of  whom  the  former  acts  as  Food  Inspector. 

There  are  now  two  nurses,  one  of  whom  acts  exclusively  as 
Health  Visitor  for  Infant  Welfare  work,  and  the  other  as  whole-time 
School  Nurse.  During  1920  the  latter  devoted  part  of  her  time  to 
health  visiting. 

The  hospital  staff  consists  of  a  Matron,  a  Charge  Nurse,  a  Staff 
Nurse,  and  two  Assistant  Nurses,  together  with  the  domestic  staff  and 
a  Porter. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  Fengate,  just  outside  the 
Borough  boundary,  about  a  mile  east  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  con¬ 
tains  a  total  accommodation  of  31  beds  for  the  isolation  and  treatment 
of  infectious  diseases. 

The  hospital  is  brick  built,  and  consists  of  an  administrative 
building,  and  two  separate  isolation  blocks  with  service  buildings,  com¬ 
prising  :  laundry,  disinfecting  rooms,  mortuary,  coach  house,  etc. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  town  main,  and  the  drainage  is  into 
the  Borough  sewers. 

The  hospital  is  at  present  lighted  by  gas,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
electricity  may  be  installed  at  no  very  distant  date. 

The  grounds  provide  room  for  any  extensions  of  the  hospital, 
either  temporary  or  permanent,  considered  necessary  in  future. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  is  located  about  a  mile  East  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  is  maintained  in  readiness  for  use  if  required 
by  the  provision  of  a  resident  caretaker. 

Fortunately,  the  necessity  for  putting  this  hospital  into  commis¬ 
sion  did  not  arise  during  1920. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Statistical  Return  for  1920. 


Disease. 

In 

Hospital 

31/12/19 

Admitted 

during 

1920 

Discharges 

during 

1920 

1  Died 

during 
1920 

|  In 

Hospital 
31/12/20 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

50 

49 

•  •  • 

7 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

32 

31 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  . 

. . . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Totals  . 

8 

84 

81 

3 

8 

The  above  return  includes  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  three 
cases  of  diphtheria  admitted  from  Peterborough  rural  district,  also  one 
case  of  scarlet  fever  from  Old  Fletton  urban  district. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  for  scarlet  fever  (Borough  cases) 
was  41  days  ;  for  diphtheria,  24  days. 

Cases  of  diphtheria  are  not  discharged  from  the  hospital  until  two 
consecutive  throat  swabs  prove  negative. 

List  of  Adopted  Acts.  (Public  Health). 

Date  of  Adoption. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  ...  31st  Dec.,  1889 

Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  .  24th  Nov.,  1890 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  ...  24th  Nov.,  1890 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  .  June,  1896 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Sections 

78,  79,  80,  81,  84,  85,  86  .  30th  July,  1908 

Parts  II.,  IIP,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  X.  ...  16th  Dec.,  1908 


PART  VII. 


Housing. 


GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

1 .  Number  of  houses.  Total  number,  9,264. 

Note.  The  14  houses  recently  completed  and  occupied 
under  the  municipal  housing  scheme  are  situated  out¬ 
side  the  present  Borough  boundary. 

(b)  New  houses  for  the  working  classes  erected  during  the 
year :  14. 

(c)  In  course  of  erection  :  50. 

2.  Population.  34,752  (estimated). 

No  unexpected  changes  anticipated. 

3.  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  of  houses  :  80  (approximately). 

( b )  Measures  contemplated  to  meet  shortage. 

The  housing  scheme  on  the  Westwood  Grange  Estate 
for  the  provision  of  houses  not  only  to  meet  the  present 
needs,  but  also  future  needs  as  far  as  at  the  present 
moment  can  be  reasonably  foreseen. 

OVERCROWDING. 

1.  Extent.— It  was  estimated  when  the  housing  survey  was 

made  in  1919  that  there  were  approximately  200  houses 
in  which  there  were  two  or  more  families  in  houses  in¬ 
tended  for  one  family.  It  is  not  considered  that  this 
figure  will  have  increased,  and  it  is  more  than  possible 
that,  with  the  increased  amount  of  unemployment  in  the 
Borough  towards  the  end  of  1920,  the  figure  may  have 
actually  diminished. 

2.  Causes. — The  same  as  pertain  in  other  parts  of  the  King¬ 

dom. 
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3.  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal  with  overcrowding  : 

i  The  erection  and  occupation  of  14  houses  on  Dogsthorpe 
Road. 

ii  The  building  of  a  further  batch  of  50  houses  on  the  St. 
Paul’s  Road  estate.  Some  of  these  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
ready  for  occupation  early  in  1921. 

iii  A  further  batch  of  houses  to  cover  all  needs  on  the  West- 
wood  Grange  Etsate. 

4.  Cases  of  overcrowding  brought  to  notice  during  the  year 

and  action  taken. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


1. — GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population  . . 

(2)  General  death  rate  ... 

(3)  Death  rate  from  tuberculosis  . 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  . 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling- 

houses  . . 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses 

erected  . 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 
Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  preced¬ 
ing  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 


34,752 

12‘8  per  1,000 

’88  per  1,000 

66'6  per  1,000 
births 

9,264 

7,764 

14 


1,175 


110 


Nil 


17 
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II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers. 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 
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A .  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the 

Housing ,  Town  Planning ,  Etc.,  Act, 

1909. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re¬ 
quiring  repairs  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  rendered  lit — 

(a)  by  owners  . 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to 
close  . 

B. - — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re¬ 
quiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  . 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 
Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a  Anew  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  de¬ 
termined,  the  dwelling-houses  hav¬ 
ing  been  rendered  lit  . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  . 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demol¬ 

ished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  . 


79 

61 

5 

mi 

423 

381 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

One 

One  Volun¬ 
tarily 


18  pending 


37  pending 


4  pending 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  authority  with 
a  view  to  Improvement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part 
I.,  or  (b),  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890  :  — 

(1)  Name  of  area  . 

(2)  Acreage  .  . 

(3)  Number  of  working  houses  in  area  ... 

(4)  Number  of  working-cllass  persons  to 

he  displaced 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with 
the  building  bye-laws,  erected  with  the  consent 
of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with 

briefly,  the  duties  of  each  officer  . 


Nil 


1 .  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  District. 

Higher  generally  than  in  other  comparable  Boroughs  in  the 

country. 

2.  General  Character  of  Defects  found  in  unfit  houses. 

General  dilapidation  and  deterioration  through  age. 

3 .  Action  taken  regarding  unfit  houses  under  : 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts. — Notices  served  and  defects 
remedied. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts  (chiefly  1919  Acts). — Notices  served 
and  all  necessary  action  taken  to  secure  that  the  houses  be 
put  in  order. 

4.  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness. — Action  taken  or  suggested  re 

(a)  Improved  management  of  property  by  owners — 

Most  of  the  property  in  Peterborough  is  owned  by  small 
owners,  some  few  of  whom  get  their  livelihood  entirely  from 
small  property  rentals.  The  latter  find  great  difficulty  in 
meeting  the  increased  cost  of  repairs  and  general  expenses 
on  the  rentals  obtained. 

(b)  Gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed  arrange¬ 
ments — 

No  agreed  arrangements  have  been  entered  into  for 
the  execution  of  repairs. 

5.  Closing  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority,  with 
view  to  making  Closing  Orders — Nil. 


(b)  Number  Closing  Orders  made — Nil. 

(c)  Number  determined  on  houses  being  made  fit  for  human 
habitation. — Nil. 

6.  Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  Demolition  Orders  made — One. 

(b)  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  (a) — One  (voluntarily). 

7.  Obstructive  buildings. 

(a)  Number  representations  made  (Sec.  38,  Housing  Act,  1890) 

—Nil. 

(b)  Number  buildings  demolished — Nil. 

(c)  Representations  under  consideration — Nil. 

8.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints  were 
made  by  householders  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. — Nil. 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

None  such  represented  within  the  meaning  of  Part  I  or  Part  II 
of  Housing  Act,  1890,  during  the  year. 


BYELAWS. 

Working  of  Existing  Bye-Laws  Relating  to  Houses  let  in 

Lodgings. 

Working  of  byelaws  has  tended  towards  repression.  The  numbers 
were  never  large  in  this  Borough. 
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REPORT 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


(J.  L.  SEDEN,  Cert.  R.  San.  I.) 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Broadway, 

March,  1921 . 


To  the 

Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors 

of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  1920,  this  being 
my  tenth  annual  report. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  the  report  is  built  up  somewhat  on 
similar  lines  to  its  predecessors. 

Throughout  the  year  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has 
been  maintained. 

A  move  has  been  made  with  regard  to  repairing  and  overhauling 
property — a  matter  left  more  or  less  in  abeyance  during  the  past  four 
or  five  years,  but  the  task  is  a  big  one,  and  little  appreciable  headway 
is  noticeable  yet.  Repairs  are  still  costly,  and  the  postponement  and 
neglect  of  the  past  will  take  a  lot  of  catching  up.  Old  and  neglected 
property  that  was  not  in  good  repair  in  1914  presents  to-day  a  problem 
to  the  landlord,  except  he  be  one  of  almost  unlimited  capital,  and  to 
the  local  sanitary  authority.  Also  tenants  are  looking  for  a  reasonable 
standard  of  fitness  as  never  before.  I  am  constantly  urging  upon 
property  owners,  in  their  own  interest,  the  importance  of  doing  all  that 
is  reasonably  practicable  to  keep  their  property  in  an  adequate  state 
of  repair,  as  it  is  noticeable  that  recent  Acts  which  local  authorities 
have  to  administer  bring  added  responsibilities  and  become  more  and 
more  exacting.  Money  spent  on  repairs  is  always  well  invested,  as 
the  value  of  property  is  thereby  kept  up,  while  on  the  other  hand  neg¬ 
lect  always  brings  increased  expense  in  addition  to  depreciated  value. 
It  is  a  question,  however,  for  property  owners  to  consider  whether  in 
the  past  they  have  estimated  sufficiently  for  depreciation,  and  recog¬ 
nised  the  fact  that  property  is  not  everlasting.  There  must  come  a 
time  when,  from  the  standpoint  of  age  and  deterioration,  expenditure 
makes  greater  and  greater  inroads  upon  income.  On  the  other  hand, 
every  Sanitary  Inspector  knows  from  experience  that  a  careful  and 
cleanly,  or  a  negligent — if  not  destructive — tenant  is  an  important  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  consideration  of  the  housing  problem,  and  the  question  of 
the  maintenance  of  property  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Year  by  year  the  clerical  and  administration  work  of  the  Depart- 
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ment  continues  to  increase,  to  the  detriment  of  the  inspectoral  work. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health  on  the  question  of  the  number  of  Assistant  Inspectors 
employed.  Details  were  placed  before  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
duties  and  work  undertaken,  and  the  matter  was  left  in  abeyance  until 
the  application,  now  under  consideration,  for  the  extension  of  the 
Borough  boundary  is  decided. 

The  rationing  and  control  of  certain  essential  articles  of  food¬ 
stuffs,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  previous  annual  reports,  has 
now  ceased,  and  there  is  once  again  a  free  market. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  when  the  City  was  with¬ 
out  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  assisted  generally,  as  far  as  practic¬ 
able,  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  this  Department,  and  keeping  the 
necessary  records,  etc. 


Inspections,  Notices,  Complaints. 

Inspections.— Total,  2,779.  Re-visits,  1,068. 

Notices. — Ten  Statutory  and  145  Informal  Notices  were  sent. 
Work  is  being  done  by  the  Council  in  default  in  the  early  part  of  1921 
to  notices  served  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  P.H.A.A.  Act,  1907. 

Complaints. — 1 13  formally  received.  Action  was  found  to  be 
necessary  in  105  cases. 


House  Inspections. 

1,175  inspections  of  houses  have  been  made,  at  no  of  which  the 
formalities  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  etc.,  Act,  were  fully 
complied  with.  At  423  houses  defects  were  remedied  under  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Acts.  Under  the  Housing  Acts  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  at  61  houses,  and  at  18  the  work  is  pending. 

Under  your  instructions  5  Statutory  Notices  were  served  under 
Section  28  of  the  Act  of  1919,  and  it  was  also  resolved,  if  necessary, 
to  carry  out  the  work  in  default  if  the  notices  were  not  complied  with 
by  the  owner.  This  was  subsequently  done,  and  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing  the  owner  has  just  paid  the  account  for  the  work,  which  was  done 
to  contract  on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  a  local  builder. 

One  old  house,  upon  which  a  Closing  Order  was  served  in  1919, 

was  demolished  by  the  owners  during  the  year. 

/ 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Sanitary  Defects  Remedied. 


Drains  cleared,  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  76 

Drains  partly  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Stoneware  gully  traps  fixed  in  place  of  defective  UD”  traps  20 

New  ventilating  shafts  fixed,  or  shafts  repaired  ...  ...  16 

New  W.C.  pans  and  traps,  or  pans  only  fixed  ...  ...  60 

W.C.’s  cleared,  or  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

W.C.  apartments  repaired,  reconstructed,  or  limewashed  ...  31 

New  W.C.  apartments  and  pans  and  traps  fixed  ...  ...  12 

Flushing  cisterns  adjusted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

New  flushing  apparatus  provided  ...  ...  ...  .  18 

( )vercrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Window  frames  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.,  ...  ...  66 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Paving  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Poofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

New  sink  or  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept  abated  ...  ...  12 

Pain  water  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  and  renewed  ...  40 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 


Infectious  Diseases. 

ioi  visits  were  made  respecting  107  cases,  also  several  re-visits. 
The  usual  precautionary  actions  were  taken. 

Comparison  with  the  nine  previous  years  is  as  follows  :  — 


1919  — 

83 

visits 

respecting 

86  cases 

1918  — 

141 

5  5 

1  1 

157 

1917  — 

106 

5  j 

5  J 

121 

1916  — 

127 

5  5 

141 

1915  — 

220 

j  1 

5  5 

238 

1914  — 

132 

*  > 

133 

1913  — 

70 

?  } 

78 

1912  — 

117 

1  % 

*  1 

126 

1911  — 

276 

)  > 

Disinfection. 

288 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  is  as  follows  :  — 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  107 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Non-notifiable  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  10 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Bedding  was  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  to  be  disinfected 
from  :  — 
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29  houses  (after  Infectious  Disease)  ...  452  articles. 

16  houses  (after  Phthisis)  ...  ...  193  ,, 


645 


333  articles  of  bedding,  etc.,  were  also  removed  on  request  from 
various  houses  in  the  City  after  non-notifiable  diseases,  and  for  which 
payment  has  been  made. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  articles  removed  :  — 


Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Bolsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Counterpanes,  etc. ,  ...  ...  ...  49 

Paliasses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Carpets,  etc. ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  8  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  Register.  The 
particulars  of  the  houses  are  as  previously  reported.  77  visits  have 
been  paid.  At  one  house,  which  is  structurally  bad,  the  registration 
has  been  renewed  only  for  short  periods.  These  premises  are  being 
acquired  by  the  Corporation  for  street  improvement  purposes,  and  the 
question  of  continuing  the  registration  will  again  be  considered  when 
possession  is  obtained. 

An  isolated  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  one  of  the  houses. 

Four  Notices  respecting  minor  defects  were  sent. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — No  increase  in  the  number  pre¬ 
viously  reported. 


Slaughter  Houses* 

We  started  the  year  with  21  Slaughter-houses  on  the  books. 
One  other  that  had  been  closed  during  the  war  was  re-opened  in  May, 
making  a  total  of  22  Slaughter-houses  in  use  and  occupation — the 
licences  of  19  of  whch  are  subject  to  annual  renewal.  557  visits  have 
been  paid.  The  Slaughter-houses  are  scattered  in  various  parts  of 
the  district,  which  makes  supervision  of  the  premises  and  meat  inspec- 
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tion  somewhat  difficult.  On  the  whole  the  Slaughter-houses  have  been 
well  looked  after,  and  little  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen.  Three 
official  warning  notices  were  sent. 


Food  Inspection. 

The  usual  systematic  attention  has  been  given  to  the  work  of 
food  inspection,  and  the  following  have  been  surrendered,  after  con¬ 
demnation,  as  unfit  for  human  food  :  — 

The  carcase  and  edible  offal  of — 

1  Beast,  43J  stones 

2  Heifers,  38  and  43  stones  respectively. 

5  Cows,  27,  34,  364,  37  and  52  stones  respectively. 

Part  of  ox  beast,  26J  stones. 

Small  portion  of  carcase  and  offal. 

All  of  these  were  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis. 

1  Small  Steer  (wet  and  unmarketable),  18  stones. 

Part  of  Beast  (accident),  111  lbs. 

3  Pigs,  10,  18  and  22  stones  respectively. 

2  Barrels  of  Oysters. 

Various  small  sundries. 


The  following  is  the  total  number  of  carcases  (excluding  sides  and 
quarters)  condemned  during  the  past  io  years,  191 1  to  1920  :  — 

Beasts  69  Pigs  28  Sheep  1 1 

Comparison  with  the  previous  10  years,  1901  to  1910,  as  far  as 
the  records  show,  is  as  follows  :  — 

Beasts  9  Pigs  1  Sheep  31 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  46  bakehouses  on  the  register.  43  visits  were  paid, 
and  three  cautionary  letters  sent.  My  remarks  as  to  structural  condi¬ 
tions  made  in  previous  reports  continue  to  apply.  On  the  whole  the 
bakehouses  have  been  kept  generally  satisfactory.  No  licence  is 
necessary  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  premises  as  a  public  bakehouse. 
A  license  would  be  an  advantage. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

79  Samples  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
57  of  which  were  taken  formally,  and  22  informally. 
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9  Samples  of  milk  were  reported  against,  viz.  :  — 

No.  18. — Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  6-|  per  cent. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken.  Fine  £3,  costs  £1  Is. 

No.  34. — Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  5  per  cent. 

No.  38. — A  “following  up”  sample  from  tlie  same  Dairy  Company, 
taken  two  days  later.  Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  16§  per 
cent. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken.  Fine  £2  in  the  first  case, 
and  £5  in  the  second. 

In  these  cases  the  Dairy  Co.  received  all  its  milk  “Warrant¬ 
ed”  at  the  Depot,  but  on  arrival  the  consignments  from  the 
various  farms  were  mixed  together,  strained  and  pastuerised. 
The  “Warranty”  was  thus  made  void,  and  no  sample  could  he 
traced  to  any  particular  farm. 

No.  6G. — Added  water  10.83  per  cent. 

No.  G9.—  A  “following  up”  sample  taken  two  days  later  from  t lie 
same  milk-seller.  Added  water  5.89  per  cent. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken.  Conviction  on  payment  of 
costs. 

In  this  case  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  milk-seller  was 
innocent  of  the  adulteration,  as  subsequent  action  and  proceed¬ 
ings  showed. 

Immediately  after  the  results  of  these  samples  came  to  hand 
I  put  the  matter  before  the  Sampling  Officer  for  the  adjoining 
district,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  take  samples  at  the 
farm  from  which  the  milkseller  received  his  supply.  Together 
we  visited  the  farm  early  one  morning;  milking  had  just  start¬ 
ed.  We  noted  that  the  two  churns  placed  ready  to  receive  the 
milk  each,  contained  about  one  gallon  of  water.  In  our  pres¬ 
ence  this  was  subsequently  emptied  away  as  the  milk  was 
brought  from  the  shed  to  be  put  in  the  churn.  Samples  of  this 
morning’s  milk,  officially  taken,  were  reported  genuine. 

Samples,  however,  taken  from  two  churns  of  evening’s  milk, 
also  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  milk-vendor,  which  should  have 
been  richer  than  the  morning’s  milk,  were  found  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  adulterated  with  added  water.  The  farmer  was  sub¬ 
sequently  summoned  and  fined  the  maximum  penalty  £20. 
1  Lis  case  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  clearest  brought  to  light, 
and  should  prove  an  example  to  milk-vendors  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  taking  all  necessary  steps  to  protect  themselves  by  test¬ 
ing  their  supply,  and  having  samples  analysed  periodically. 

No.  75. — Informal  sample.  Added  water  7.3  per  cent. 

No.  76. — Formal  sample  from  milkseller  of  No.  75.  Added  water  8 
per  cent. 

No.  77. — Sample  taken  the  same  day  from  the  same  milkseller,  but 
from  another  churn,  1  per  cent,  added  water. 

No.  78. — Sample  taken  the  same  day  from  milkseller’s  servant’s  serv¬ 
ing  bucket,  .83  per  cent,  added  water. 
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Proceedings  were  taken  re  all  three  samples  reported  against, 
and  a  conviction  recorded  as  to  No.  TO.  Fine  £20,  and  £3  3s. 
costs. 


The  defendant  was  also  proceeded  against  on  the  same  day 
for  ‘‘obstruction,”  and  “refusing  to  sell”  from  certain  other 
cans  in  his  float.  Fined  £10  re  obstruction.  Refusal  to 
dismissed. 


Samples  taken  at  the  farm  (by  the  Sampling  Officer  for  that 
district)  from  which  defendant  was  supplied  were  reported  genu¬ 
ine,  and  milk  of  rich  quality. 

This  case  seemed  to  indicate  clearly  that  certain  cans  and 
churns  of  good  milk  were  carried,  and  certain  others  adulterated. 


The  37  genuine  samples  of  milk  give  an  average  composition  as 
follows,  3.67  milk  fat  ;  8.9  solids  not  fat. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  analysed  :  — 

Milk  . 

Butter 
Lard 
Coffee 

Tincture  of  Quinine 
Camphorated  Oil 
Quinine  Wine 
Baking  Powder 


79 


19 

9 

5 
2 
3 

1 
1 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

28  are  on  the  register,  viz.  : — 10  Cowkeepers,  11  Milksellers, 
and  7  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

47  visits  were  paid,  and  two  notices  were  sent. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  remains  practically  the 
same  as  previously  reported  to  you  ;  while  the  Milksellers  are  chiefly 
small  general  shopkeepers  who  sell  only  a  gallon  or  two  of  milk. 

I  can  only  repeat  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  City’s  milk  supply 
comes  from  outside  the  district. 


Shop  Act,  1912. 

44  visits  were  paid.  No  formal  complaints  have  been  received. 
The  question  of  revoking  the  local  closing  order,  now  in  force,  so 
far  as  it  affects  closing  at  1  o’clock  on  the  Thursday  in  Bridge  Fair 
week  has  been  under  consideration,  and  the  matter  is  being  further 
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dealt  with  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Very  few  shopkeepers  appear  to 
desire  to  keep  open  on  this  afternoon,  as  little  business  is  now  done  by 
the  regular  tradesmen,  and  it  is  a  question  if  much  benefit  will  result 
from  any  alteration. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — 146  workshops  and  workplaces 
(excluding  bakehouses)  are  on  the  register.  49  visits  have  been  paid. 
No  complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
or  otherwise. 

Outworkers. — 7  lists  containing  the  names  of  27  outworkers 
have  been  received.  14  visits  have  been  paid.  Outworking  under 
the  above  Act  is  very  little  done  locally. 

Canal  Boats  and  Pleasure  Boats. 

Canal  Boats. — 52  boats  are  on  the  register,  the  bulk  of  which 
are  never  met  locally.  Three  new  boats  have  been  registered,  and  one 
re-registered.  16  inspections  made.  Only  a  very  few  boats  ply  on 
the  river  locally.  As  regards  matters  dealt  with  by  the  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations,  the  condition  of  the  boats  inspected  was  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  and  no  women  or 
children  live  on  the  boats  in  this  area. 

Pleasure  Boats.— Licensed  67 .  The  boats  are  generally  well 
managed.  79  visits  were  paid. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  SEDEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


